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Introduction
The KS3 curriculum offer begins before the students start at Mayfield Secondary
School. We believe that pupils move successfully to the secondary phase if they
have an opportunity to make visits to the site during the last term of year 6 , building
on the visits to the secondary site that are planned as part of the key Stage 2
curriculum offer. Specific transition days are planned in advance so that the
students have the opportunity to meet their new teacher and become familiar with
their new learning environments through tours of the school and learning sessions in
the secondary specialist rooms. We also provide personalised transition books and
social story books for students to help with this process.
In KS3 pupils will be taught through a thematic approach. Pupils will be introduced
to a new topic each half term and this is linked to all core and foundation subjects
to ensure a breadth of learning. A typical KS3 timetable will include the following
subjects: English, Maths, Science, Art and Design, Design Technology, Computing,
Geography and History, RE, Music PHSE and PE. Enhanced personal timetables will
also be developed for students to ensure that EHCP targets are worked towards. This
often includes working in some of our specialist spaces including a Hydrotherapy
pool, Sensory room, Rebound Therapy bed and Drama studio.
We cover MFL through a range of themed days where pupils have the opportunity
to experience communication in French, Spanish and German and learn about the
culture and lifestyle of different countries. British values are supported by the delivery
of celebration events and days including, Diwali, EID and Chinese new year. We also
hold weekly assemblies where core values are explored and promoted to enhance
the ethos of the school.
English and Mathematics are taught through streamed sets, dependant on pupil
ability. This ensures that teachers are able to plan for the best possible outcomes
that are specific to the needs and abilities of students. For example; students that
require sensory approaches to learning or a specific focus on communication.

Assessment of learning at M4 and above
In response to the National Curriculum Review (2015) and the recommendations
from the Rochford Review (2016) the school has developed M.A.P. (Mayfield
Assessment Pathways) a tool that enables us to effectively measure and plan for
progress against all of personalised learning routes. This applies to students working
at M4 and above. This approach is quality assured on a termly basis using learning
walks, lesson observations and book scrutiny. Pupils who are not making at least
expected levels of progress will have identified interventions to secure an
accelerated rate of progress.

Assessment of learning at M1 to M3.ii
In Key Stage 3, learners working between M1i and M3ii will follow ImPACTS.
(Individualised profile assessment curriculum target setting). This curriculum secures
learning within the routines of the day for pupils who will require specific positioning
to support physical needs, interventions to stimulate the senses and enhanced
support to meet their personal care needs. The curriculum enables the unique profile
of each learner to inform their targets which can then be delivered largely within
their daily routines.
Learning is assessed from the moment the child gets off the school bus and the
individual descriptors support the early signposting of any regression. Where skills
need to be maintained, opportunities for lateral development, such as skills transfer
when supported by different adults, or using a wider range of resources, may still be
assessed to show progress.
The areas of learning which are assessed include:


Cognitive skills



Early communication



Environmental control technology



Physical (gross motor)



Physical (fine motor)



Social and emotional well-being

The scores achieved in pre-operational learning, operational learning and functional
learning can then be aligned to the M levels, dependent on the size of the total
score.

Subjects
English
Currently English in KS3, is taught following a three year curriculum map that covers a
range of text types including statutory reading requirements as published in the KS3
National Curriculum:
•
Wide range of fiction and non-fiction –whole books, short stories, poems and
persuasive text
•

Pre 1914 and contemporary literature including prose, poetry, drama

•

2 Shakespeare plays

•

Seminal world literature

•

Study at least 2 authors in depth yearly

Year 1
Authors for
Focus
R.L.
Stevenson

Autumn 1: Focus on
Author – R. L.
Stevenson

Autumn 2: Non –
Fiction

Spring 1: Poetry
Suggested Titles:

Spring 2:
Focus on the
Author

Summer 1:
Seminal World
Literature

Anthony
Browne

Text
Examples:
Authors:
A is for Africa

Information books
Treasure Island
Extension:
Research a
topical issue and
construct an
argument
(For/against)

Anthony
Browne

Examples from:
John Agard
Grace Nichols

Gorilla/The
Tunnel/any
other
Anthony
Browne texts

Carol Ann Duffy

The Hunter

Summer 2:
Non-fiction:
Information
and
Persuasive
(Commercial
) texts such
as brochures,
adverts,
leaflets,
magazines

Mufaro's
Beautiful
Daughters
The Brocaded
Slipper

Year 2
Authors for
Focus
Charles
Dickens

Autumn 1: Non –
fiction: adverts,
magazines and
newspaper

Roald
Dahl

To include: formal
letter writing (to the
Editor)

Autumn 2: Pre
1914
Charles Dickens
texts:
Oliver Twist
A Christmas Carol

Spring 1:
Contemporary
texts:
Mystery/Advent
ure

Spring 2:

Suggestions:
Monkey and Me
(LA learners)

Charlie and
the
Chocolate
Factory

Trash by Andy
Mulligan

Contemporar
y: Roald Dahl

Summer 1:
Autobiograph
y:
Boy by Roald
Dahl

The Twits

Summer 2:
Short Stories
Examples:
Author
Point Danger
Liam
Lone Wolf
Gladiator

The Girl who
Walked on Air
by Emma Caroll

Year 3
Authors for
Focus
Jack
Gantos
William
Shakespe
are

Autumn 1:
Shakespeare

Autumn 2: Nonfiction

Shakespeare’s
biography, history of
the theatre

Instructional/expl
anation texts

The Midsummer
Night’s Dream

Cross-curricular

Spring 1:
Contemporary:
Comedy
Diary of a
Wimpy Kid series

Spring 2:
Drama
Examples:
Stick Man
Gangsta
Granny
The
Importance
of Being
Earnest

Summer 1:
Contemporar
y stories: Jack
Gantos
Joey Pigza or
other Jack
Gantos text

Summer 2:
Shakespeare
Twelfth
Night:Shakes
peare stories
for Children
Graphic
Shakespeare
Series

These texts are used as the stimulus to develop skills in Reading, Writing and
Communication. English is taught in streamed group’s dependant on pupil ability
and taking into account their preferred mode of communication; as we believe
communication is the forefront of all learning.
For some pupils the core texts will be used to promote discussion about key
principles and values, as well as to look at the specific English skills. For example,
when studying Charles Dickens and examining Oliver Twist, some groups may focus
on discussions around homelessness and the ethics of helping each other to stop
bad habits and become a valued member of society.
As pupils move through Key Stage 3 the resources used to support key skills will need
to be age appropriate and relevant to the learner.
Teachers demonstrate progress made in English by using SOLAR to record progress
made against M.A.P (Mayfield Assessment Pathways). Learning across all strands
should be demonstrated.

Mathematics
Mathematics is taught in streamed groups, dependant on the ability of each child
to ensure a personalised approach to learning can be applied.
The curriculum has been developed by the Core Curriculum team in partnership
with Prince Albert Primary school consortium and informed by special schools looking
at the Bridging the Gap work. The planning tools and assessment statements were
informed by the following documents:






The Rotchford review
National Association of Headteachers
At
The Northamptonshire document
DAPA

Our Mathematics curriculum covers:




Number
Geometry
Measurement & Statistics.

At Key Stage 3, mathematics skills are taught both discretely in the classroom and
also across the full range of subjects. There are lots of opportunities to use real life
resources, as some skills may have been introduced in the primary school and
require a range of approaches to embed them. Resources will take on a more
functional role and may include clothing, kitchen utensils and personal
independence products such as toothbrushes etc rather than counters and
worksheets.
Teachers will demonstrate progress made in English by using SOLAR to record
progress made against M.A.P (Mayfield Assessment Pathways). Learning across all
strands should be demonstrated.

Foundation Subjects
Foundation subjects are taught through a thematic approach. We currently follow
a three year rolling programme following a different topic each half term. Subject
planning is then built around the theme.
Year one

Year two

Year three

Physical Education
All students are expected to take part in at least 2 hours of physical activity per
week. This may be carried out through PE lessons, Swimming, Hydro therapy or

rebound. Teachers are expected to carefully link objectives to personal outcomes
outlined in EHC Plans to ensure maximum progression and personal development.
At key stage 3, students follow a three year foundation curriculum map covering
different areas of Physical development in the form of swimming, dance as well as
sessions of physical exercise and games. Pupils practice their fine and gross motor
skills as well as their spatial awareness, coordination, balance, body movement and
position changes. Play and social skills are also developed by the means of
structured activities; broken down in small manageable steps to assist with building
up target skills. Our pupils enjoy using our hydrotherapy pool as water based
activities have a therapeutic effect and allow pupils to relax and develop their
confidence in water as well as build muscle tone and follow personal physio plans.

PSHE
Mayfield School considers physical, social and health education to be a
fundamental area of learning that promotes the well-being of our students.
In Key Stage 3, pupils will build on the skills, attitudes, values, knowledge and
understanding they have acquired and developed during the primary phase.
Therefore teachers are expected to plan lessons that take in to account both wholeschool and class issues by covering three core themes:

Health and wellbeing
1.how to manage transition and change
2. how to maintain physical, mental and emotional health and wellbeing;
3. how to make informed choices about health and wellbeing matters including
drugs, alcohol and tobacco; maintaining a balanced diet; physical activity; mental
and emotional health and wellbeing; and sexual health*
4. about parenthood and the consequences of teenage pregnancy*
5. how to assess and manage risks to health; and to keep themselves and others
safe
6. how to identify and access help, advice and support
7. how to respond in an emergency, including administering first aid
8. the role and influence of the media on lifestyle
*Sexual health is included within this core theme; however, it is important that sexual health is considered within the context of
healthy relationships. There will be similar broad overlap and flexibility between topics and areas in all three core themes.

Relationships
1. how to develop and maintain a variety of healthy relationships within a range of
social/cultural contexts and to develop parenting skills
2. how to recognise and manage emotions within a range of relationships
3. how to deal with risky or negative relationships including all forms of bullying
(including the distinct challenges posed by online bullying) and abuse, sexual and
other violence and online encounters

4. about the concept of consent in a variety of contexts (including in sexual
relationships)
5. about managing loss including bereavement, separation and divorce
6. to respect equality and be a productive member of a diverse community
7. how to identify and access appropriate advice and support
Living in the wider world
1.about rights and responsibilities as members of diverse communities, as active
citizens and participants in the local and national economy
2. how to make informed choices and be enterprising and ambitious
3. how to develop employability, team working and leadership skills and develop
flexibility and resilience
4. about the economic and business environment
5. how personal financial choices can affect oneself and others and about rights
and responsibilities as consumers

Future development

After analysing the KS3 data for 2016/2017 we believe that the content of English
themes are not successfully engaging learners. Because of this we are in in
consultation with subject leads and SLT to create a more robust and exciting
curriculum; continuing with the thematic approach where appropriate.
We believe that updating the curriculum will excite and inspire the students and
promote progress within the subject.
We are also currently reviewing the three year themes within the KS3 curriculum. We
are keen to review and update these themes to ensure that they suit the needs and
interests of the students to ensure that they continue to engage and make progress
across all subjects.

